
 

   

 

In This Issue Page 

Pastor’s Page 2 

Session News 3 

Prayer Requests 4 

Schedules 5 

Music  6 & 7 

Sunday School & Youth News 8 & 9 

Mission & Outreach 10 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 11 

CrossRoads 

Springfield  Presbyterian 
Church 

Join us for services on 

Ash Wednesday 

March 1 

7:00 pm 

 

   

Begins at 2:00 am on 
Sunday, March 12. 
Remember to set 
your clock AHEAD 
one hour so you 
won’t be late to 
church! 

Did you know that the Sanctuary has 

an induction loop system to assist the 

hearing impaired?  The system will also 

work on the telephone setting of 

hearing aids. A headset is available 

upon request. 
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Grace and Peace to you, in the name of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ! 

 
The month of March begins our journey into the season of 

Lent. We often hear, during this time, “what will you give 

up for Lent?” around coffee tables and fellowship halls of 

homes and churches around the world. Some will give up 

chocolate, or Facebook, or something sinful in order to ‘right’ themselves before Easter. Yet, 

where did this practice first come from? 

 In the early days of the church, becoming a Christian, especially under the Roman 

Empire, could be a very life-endangering goal. Easter was the time when new Christians would 

be baptized, and as Christ was resurrected, new Christians became born anew to live in the 

Christian faith. The forty days before, the Lenten period, was a time of fasting and praying and 

study. When we talk about ‘giving something up for Lent’ – it refers back to this time of fasting 

and seeking God. The ‘something’ here was typically a sinful behavior or action and by 

abstaining from it, would draw you closer to God. 

 This practice has been most popularized in the Catholic tradition, but the Presbyterians 

can take some advisement from our brothers and sisters in the faith. Perhaps this season, you 

may want to give something up - but you want to prayerfully consider and discern what that 

may be. If you are giving up Facebook, why are you giving it up and how does that bring you 

closer in relationship to God? 

 An alternative practice this season, which I find helpful, is adding something into my 

day, rather than ‘giving something up.’ Perhaps it is more time creating art as I think about the 

Scriptures, or it’s spending more time in nature to revel in God’s abundant creation, or maybe it 

is having the courage to speak out when I would have remained silent before. Whatever thing I 

‘add’ – it needs to be something that draws me closer to God and further into relationship with 

Him.  

 So, this season, whether you give something up, add something new, or seek to do 

something different, I pray that this Lenten period is a real space for you to get to know God in 

new, inspiring, and encouraging ways. There are some opportunities to grow together here at 

Springfield, and I hope you’ll take advantage of one of the many ways in which we seek to 

know Christ and make Him known. Here are some great events going on here that you’ll want 

to keep an eye out for: 

+ ‘Walking the Lectionary’ on Wednesday mornings (except for March 15th) at 10:30am 

in the Manse. We’ll explore one of the lectionary passages for the week together by 

reading it aloud in a few versions and engaging in questions together. It’s a great 

discussion group where we can all learn and enjoy. 

+ We will have ‘Services of Wholeness’ every Wednesday night beginning on March 15th 

where we will explore different ways of worship for 30 minutes. There will be a great vari-

ation of liturgies – from Iona, Taize, labyrinth meditation, and prayer stations. There’s 

something for everyone! 

+ The prayer group meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. This ministry extends 

beyond Lent, but is a wonderful time to gather together and be refreshed by prayer and 

encouraged by one another.  

I hope that you’ll have the opportunity to join us for any one of these worship 

experiences and that this Lenten season will be blessed for each one of us as we seek to grow 

in spiritual maturity together.  

  

In Christ, 

Pastor Becca 
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Next Session Meeting:   March 9, 7:00 pm in the Manse 

 

 

 

 

     From Sharon Pappas - Clerk of Session 

 

 

Session met in January preparing for the congregational 

meeting in February.  Committee reports were assembled, 

2017 budget presented, and Terms of Call for Pastor 

Becca were approved moving her to full-time.  This is a 

milestone and we are pleased the congregation was also 

eager to take this next step.  There were not enough hours 

in her week for the visits, committee meetings, joining our 

activities, and Sunday preparations.  This is a clear 

indication of the warm place she already has in our 

hearts. 

   

Our Volunteers are Wonderful - February 5 we paused 

after our worship service to gather for a bread and soup 

lunch on Souper Bowl Sunday recognizing the tasks, both 

small and large, that get done every week at church.  The fellowship room was full as we 

had a chance in this quieter time to sit after holiday events with conversations on things 

‘of the church’ as well as family news. 

 

The Souper Bowl meal was the beginning of the Youth’s annual food drive.  Following the 

early service on February 26, the youth will take the monies donated during the month 

and go shopping at Shoppers, and then make their delivery to Sykesville Middle School’s 

Food Pantry. 

 

Be sure to read the Worship Committee article on Page 4 for new services during Lent. 

 

The Nominating Committee is also at work preparing a slate of new officers to be elected 

in April. 

 

 

Per Capita: The Presbytery approved $34.15 as the Per Capital amount for 2017. Please 

note “Per Capita” on the memo line of your check for our accounting purposes. 
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~ Prayers of healing for Deb Sperling’s mom, Irene 

 Schwarzkopf, due to sudden illness. 
 

~ Prayers of care and safety for the 28 members of 

 the Presbytery of Baltimore traveled to Sancti 

 Spiritus, Cuba to attend the Cuban Encuentro. 
 

~ Prayers for Mt. Hebron, Mt. Paran, New Live and 

 Northminster from our Ministry Group. 
 

 

 

Prayer Group: The Prayer Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 

each month. We gather at 10:30 am in the Manse for a time of sharing 

and prayer. February meetings are on 3/14 and 3/28. All are welcome 

to join us. As the weather turns colder, please remember that we follow 

the Carroll County Public School inclement weather policy. If the 

schools are closed, we will not meet. If there is a 2-hour delay, we will 

meet. As always, use your own judgement when traveling the road-

ways near you!  Prayer requests and praises can be sent to Sandy Newsome at 

sandy.newsome814@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

Lenten Services of Wholeness:  This year Springfield plans to 

have brief mid-week services for meditation, reflection and 

healing.  They will be held for five Wednesday evenings 

beginning on March 15 from 7:30 - 8:00 pm.  Regular bell 

and adult choir rehearsals will still take place each week, 

but will be somewhat shortened.  We invite all to come to 

participate in a quiet time for healing ourselves and 

intercessory prayers of healing for others.  For more 

information you can get in touch with Pastor Becca or 

Linda Caviglia.  

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Wednesday mornings (except for 

March 15th) at 10:30am in the Manse. We’ll 

explore one of the lectionary passages for the 

week together by reading it aloud in a few 

versions and engaging in questions together. It’s 

a great discussion group where we can all learn 

and enjoy. 
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Church Cleaning:  
 

Mar. 10, 11 or 12 

Charlie & Deb Sperling 
 

Mar. 24, 25 or 26 

Mark Kearney 
 

Assisting on             
Sundays 

3/5 3/12 3/19 3/26 
3/1Ash 

Wednesday 

Sunday 
Opener 

Bob Rogers 
Barbara Cor-

nell 
Kay Freas Jennifer Wise Ron Holmes 

Ushers &  

  Greeters 

Ed & Sandy 
Newsome 

Julie Ballard 
Joy Barwick 

Elizabeth 
Meirowitz & 
Bob Rogers 

Don Vasbinder 
Charlie Sperling 

 

Lay Leader     
Elizabeth 
Meirowitz 

Don Vasbin-
der 

Tony Caviglia Ron Holmes  

Sunday 
School 

PreK—5th 

 

6th—8th 

Connie 
Robinson 

Shona Klein 
 

Kelsey 
Robinson 

Connie 
Robinson 

Amy 
Vasbinder 

 
Kelsey 

Robinson 
 

Connie 
Robinson 

Deb Sperling 
 

Kelsey 
Robinson 

Family 
Service 

No Sunday 
School 

N/A 

Fellowship 
Ed & Sandy 
Newsome 

Shona Klein 
Barbara 
Cornell 

Sharon Pappas Kay Freas  

 We need volunteer(s) for Fellowship. Contact Barbara Cornell  

  barbaracornell4@gmail.com in you are able to help. 

Headhuggers  
Monday, 3/13 - 7:00 pm (Manse) 
 

Prayer Group 
Tuesday, 3/14 & 3/28 - 10:30 am (Manse) 
 
 

ESCAPE Lunch Packing 
Tuesday, 3/14 - 7:00 pm (Manse) 
 

Fairhaven Communion 
Wednesday, 3/15 - 11:00 am (Cox Room) 
 
 

Feed My Sheep Lunches 

Monday, 3/20 - 9:30 am (Wesley Freedom UMC) 

March Communion Servers 
 

Ash Wednesday March 1 Sunday March 5 
(Intinction)    (Intinction) 
 
1. Kathy Russ   1. Linda Caviglia 
2. Barbara Nickell   2. Kay Freas 
3. Max Carroll   3. Max Carroll 
4. Barbara Cornell   4. Barbara Cornell 

Red Sea Parting Practice 
Sunday, 3/5 & 3/19 - 9:00 

mailto:barbaracornell4@gmail.com
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From Linda Caviglia - Minister of Music 

 

 

I write this on Sunday afternoon, February 19th.  That is important because today 

during our worship service, Aaron Thacker, our accompanist, graced us with a 

gorgeous solo during the offertory.  Aaron sang The Lord's Prayer by Albert Malotte .  I 

know that all who were there today came away from the service with a memory that 

will stay with them for a long time.  Each of us is inspired in different ways.  The hymns, 

sermon, scriptures, anthems and liturgy readings all work together to help us learn to 

live in Christ in the best way that we can.  Music is, for me, a prime inspiration, and the 

gift we have in Aaron through his amazing music should not be underestimated. 
 

If you haven't been to church in a while, I hope you will come back to see what 

wonderful things are happening here at Springfield through music and preaching.  We 

are truly blessed! 
 

 

 

Presbytones Bell Choir 
 

The bells will provide the Prelude, Offertory, and Postlude for our March 12th worship 

service.  We have some lovely Lenten pieces to share with the congregation, and 

hope you will enjoy this special music we have been preparing for you. 
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Springfield Concert Series Schedule for 2016-2017 

All Concerts begin at 3:00 pm 
 

 

 

April 9, 2017 - West Shore Piano Trio (Classical) 
 

June 11, 2017 - Carroll County Ramblers (Bluegrass) 
 

For more information about these groups, please 

pick up a brochure from the Narthex, or visit our 

website at www.springfield-church.org/concerts . 
 

 

 
Our April Concert 

 

We will have a concert in April featuring the West Shore Piano Trio (piano, violin & cello).  

They are a wonderful group of musicians who have been part of two of our previous 

year's schedules.  Please mark Sunday, April  9th at 3:00 pm as a time to set aside to join 

us for this concert.  West Shore Piano Trio brings passion, color, and penetrating insight to 

the works they perform, not only through their playing, but also through their 

commentary and interaction with the audience.  They believe that education and live 

performance enhance each other, and the better informed the audience is about a 

work the more deeply they will appreciate its performance. 
 
 

Concert Committee 

The concert committee has started its work in finding artists to fill our 2017-2018 concert 

series season.  This is the  10th season for our series!  There are many people in our com-

munity who are faithful attendees to these concerts. 

 

The committee tries to bring in artists who will entertain, engage and expand our minds 

and tastes with their music.  If you have ideas of people/groups that you think would fit 

our needs, please feel free to suggest them to us.  Also, if you haven't been coming to 

the concerts, I hope you will give them a try (either again, or for the first time).  They are 

free to attend, open to the entire community and followed by a time to visit with the 

musicians (most of the time - some are on a tight schedule) and enjoy refreshments  pro-

vided by members of our church.  We do take a free will offering at the concert intermis-

sion, but there are not any tickets to buy or required amounts to give.  If you have any 

questions or comments about our series, please contact Linda Caviglia at 410-746-1221 

or linda@cavig5.net. 
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Sunday School & Youth News 

From Connie Robinson - Sunday School 

Coordinator 
 

Sunday School Schedule: 
 
March 5 

PreK - 5th Connie Robinson/Shona Klein 

6th - 8th Kelsey Robinson 
March 12 
 

PreK - 5th Connie Robinson/Amy Vasbinder 

6th - 8th Kelsey Robinson 
 

March 19 
 

PreK - 5th Connie Robinson/Deb Sperling 

6th - 8th Kelsey Robinson 
 

March 26 - Family Service (No Sunday School) - Lenten Trivia - Are you smarter than the 

Sunday School class? Game on!!! 
 

 
 

 

Community in Action (C.I.A.) - POSITIVE CHANGE BEGINS WITH 

ACTION! C.I.A. is a group open to all religious and non-religious 

people as a means of providing the community with acts of 

kindness. We will be doing different activities throughout the 

school year to help people in our community who are in need. 
 

C.I.A. meetings are usually on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the 

month from 4:30 - 6:00 pm.  At our 3/6 meeting, we will be preparing for Lenten Trivia, and 

on 3/20 we will be preparing games/crafts/eggs for the Women’s/Children’s Shelter in West-

minster. Pizza is provided at our meetings. Please join us! 

 

 

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION  Since 1996, over $700 million 

dollars have been raised for classrooms, JUST by clipping 

boxtops from the foods you already buy!  A container is 

available in the Fellowship Room after worship.  All boxtops 

and labels are donated to our neighborhood school, 

Sykesville Middle School. 

C.I.A. 

Community 

In  

Action 
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Spring Clean-Up Day 

 
Carl Anderson is organizing our Spring Clean-Up Day on 

Saturday, April 1, 9 - 11 am. Bring your garden gloves and 

help us clean up, trim, and prepare our beds for spring 

planting. Mulch will be delivered and ready for us, and 

many hands make this light work. If you have favorite 

tools, bring them along, but some equipment will be 

supplied. If this date doesn’t work for you, we hope you 

will find time to look at our buildings and spruce up when 

you can. 
 

 

 

 

What’s happening in your Youth/Children’s 

lives? Please let Connie Robinson know so 

that we may celebrate as a congregation! 

Upcoming events—mark your calendars! 
 

March 26 - Neighborhood Scavenger Hunt - the whole church is invited! Team up 
and take on the Youth Group in a scavenger hunt around Eldersburg at 4:00 pm. 
 
April 15 - Easter Egg and Cake preparations 6-8 pm 
 
Date to be announced - We will be going to the Women’s/Children’s Shelter to cele-
brate Easter. Games, food, Easter Egg Hunt and crafts. More information to follow as 
date/time is confirmed with the Shelter. 
 
April 16 - Easter Sunday - Easter Egg Hunt following church services 
 
April 23 - River Road Cleanup - following the 2nd church service - all church mem-
bers welcome. Gloves, water and a snack will be provided. 
 
April 29-30 - Ocean City Retreat 
 
May 7 - Youth Sunday 
 
More details will follow for all of these events as they get closer… Stay tuned! 
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Our Mission trip in 2017 will be in Baltimore through The Center, July 30 

through August 5. Under their new guidelines, rising 7th graders and older 

may participate. Anyone interested in participating or who would like more 

information, please contact Linda Black at 410-489-4902 or via email at  

lindajblack@gmail.com . 

April CrossRoads Newsletter 

Deadline: April 16 

Anyone can send an article, photo, or 
calendar information to be printed in the 
newsletter. Email the information before the 
deadline to:    spc.office@verizon.net 

 

Did you know? 

Our local Freedom District Lions Club loans a variety of durable medical 

equipment (often not covered or only partially covered by insurance) 

absolutely free of charge for as long 

as an individual has need. Available 

equipment includes motorized hospital 

beds, wheel chairs, walkers, canes, 

shower stools, and more. The Lions are 

also able to deliver the equipment and 

pick it up when the borrower no long-

er requires it.  Friend and former 

member of SPC Phil Salmon recently 

joined the Freedom District Lions Club’s 

Medical Committee and wanted to 

help spread the word about services 

the Club offers to the local community. 

If you or anyone you know in the 

area ever has such a need, or would like to know more about the many 

other programs offered by the Lions Club, please visit the organization's 

website at www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/freedom_district, call 410-549-5466, or 

reach out to Phil (philsalmon52@gmail.com), who will do his best to help out. 
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CrossRoads 
 

Springfield Presbyterian Church (USA) 
7300 Spout Hill Road, Sykesville, MD  21784 

(410) 795 - 6152 

Website/email:  

www.springfield-church.org 

spc.office@verizon.net 
 

Worship Hours  

10:30 am Worship & Sunday School 

11:30 am Fellowship  

Pastor: Rev. Becca Crate 

springfieldpastor@gmail.com 

Clerk of Session:  Sharon Pappas 

Minister of Music:   Linda Caviglia  

Accompanist: Aaron Thacker 

Organist: Jennifer Wise 

Sunday School:  Connie Robinson 

Youth Group:  Charles & Deb Sperling 

Administrative Assistant:  Donna Mazer 

 

March 1 - Ash Wednesday 

  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12; 

Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-

6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

March 5 - 1st Sunday in Lent 

  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; 

Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

March 12 - 2nd Sunday in Lent 

  Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17 

March 19 - 3rd Sunday in Lent 

  Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; 

Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 

March 26 - 4th Sunday in Lent 

  1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; 

Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

 2 Linda Black 

 2 Heather Grimsley 

 4 Susan Gubernatis 

 4 Charlie Sperling 

 5 Andrea Lane 

 5 Patty Salmon 

 6 Sue Holmes 

12 Lisa Rogers 

14 Shannon Stewart 

16 Nicholas Caviglia 

21 Shirley Sluder 

23  Anna Halvorson 

24  Laura Wise 

29 Wynn Pobletts 

 

Feed the Bin! 

All proceeds go to            

ESCAPE  

Ministries 



 

 Page 12     

 

Springfield Presbyterian Church 

7300 Spout Hill Road 

Sykesville, MD  21784 

CrossRoads 
March 2017 News 

Springfield                

Presbyterian Church  

 Our vision for the ministry is to be an open,  

flourishing, multigenerational congregation, where all can worship, 

study, and act to discern God’s plan for us and our community. 

Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and 

fostering stewardship.   


