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January 2018 

2018 Stewardship Report 
 

As this year closes, the Stewardship Committee and the Session are most grateful for all 

members and friends who pledged for the upcoming 2018 year to support the myriad 

ministries of Springfield Presbyterian Church.  Additionally, we certainly appreciate all 

those others who faithfully contribute to the church throughout the year! 
 

As of December 22, there are 35 pledging units for a total of $113,090.  In contrast, for 
2017 we had 34 pledging units for a total of $114,490.  Thus, our 2018 pledges show a 

slight decrease of $1,400.  It is our hope to grow our congregation and continue our 

ministry in various community activities, plus maintain our historic church. Remember, 

our acts of generosity are our witness to the world as we share God’s abundance as 

channels of God’s love.  Blessings on you for 2018! 
 

Stewardship Committee:  Bob Steppling and Kay Freas 

 

In case of inclement weather… If we feel the need to cancel Worship and 
Sunday School, there will be a message on the Church answering 
machine, as well as on Facebook. You may also receive an email with that 
information. 

 

RGEF Interest-Free College Loans Available 

If you know of a full-time college junior, senior 

or grad student who may benefit from an 

interest-free college loan, please direct them 

to the Church website at www.springfield-

church.org for more information and to 

download the RGEF Loan Application Form 

A. Loan applications are evaluated on an 

academic performance, financial need and 

a brief essay. The deadline for submitting 

applications is March 1, 2018. 
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Grace and Peace to you, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! 

 
 On January 15th of this year, we will celebrate one of the many saints, Martin 

Luther King Jr., who through his acts of non-violent resistance and commitment toward 

social justice, created a major shift in American history. It is with joy that we remember 

him and his following, people who bravely fought for justice. It is also with sadness that 

we remember that the work of racial reconciliation is still a major dividing point, not 

only in American society, but around the world. 

 

 This month, I remember and ask that you hold some of Martin Luther King Jr’s 

wisdom in your heart. When it comes to those we disagree with or dislike, I would ask 

that you remember his words, “An element of goodness may be found even in our 

worst enemy.” When we would prefer to return anger for anger, I ask that you 

remember the power that love has, “Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding 

deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out dark-

ness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” At any 

point that you feel overwhelmed, remember his wisdom, “He (God) is able to provide 

inner peace amid outer storms." 

 

 These quotes come from a collection of King’s sermons, a book called ‘Strength 

to Love.’  In times where racial issues can divide us, diversity can frighten us, or the 

unknown challenges us, let us be empowered by saints like King and others who saw 

the need for reconciliation. Let us, as Christ bearers, bearing the light of Christ that we 

have received at Christmas time, bring that light and hope into the world. Let us be 

people who are agents and ambassadors of the faith, who encourage conversation, 

who delight in diversity, and who strive to be just and encourage justice in all we do 

and say. Let us be surrounded, comforted, embraced, and carried forth to action by 

the light of the world, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and our God. Amen. 

 

  

In Christ, 

Pastor Becca 
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Next Session Meeting:   Thursday, January 11 at 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

     From Sharon Pappas - Clerk of Session 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Springfield had a wonderful Advent Season with readers for lighting our Advent wreath, 

Greening of the Sanctuary, our annual craft fair and youth lunch, Shelter party, SERRV 

sale, caroling with youth group giving residents of Copper Ridge and Transitions 

ornaments they made, donations for Springfield Hospital Center, our original pageant, the 

special Springfield music from Red Sea Parting, Presbytones and our adult choir, plus a 

Mandolin Orchestra concert, and our beautiful Christmas Eve services. 

 

Now we turn our faces to the new year.  Session meets January 11 to begin plans for 2018, 

starting with approval of the new budget.  If there are programs or initiatives you would 

like considered, let us know: Pastor Becca, Tony Caviglia, Sue Holmes, Mark Kearney, 

Connie Robinson, Charles Sperling, or Bob Steppling, or Sharon Pappas. 

  

On January 21, anyone interested in being part of the Mission/Outreach Committee is 

invited to meet after Church to plan how we do mission and outreach this year. 

  

February 11 is the annual Congregational Meeting to vote to approve Pastor Becca’s 

Terms of Call and receive the committee reports and budget.  We hope you will all be 

present for that brief look back as we celebrate the work of 2017. 

 

Per capita this year is $34.40 as noted in your new box of envelopes.  See Kay Freas if you 

have not received yours. 

 

During inclement weather, after a decision in made on safe accessibility to Church, 

Donna will change the message on our office answering machine (410-795-6152), I’ll send 

an email and post to Facebook with details for our Sunday morning services. 
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~ Prayers for Dana and Suzi Way and family on the sudden 

 passing of their young son Jordan. 

~ Prayers of comfort and peace for Kathy Russ and family 

 on the passing of Kathy’s mom, Dolores Kelly, on 

 December 12. 

~ Prayers of comfort and peace for the Vasbinder family on 

 the passing of Don Vasbinder’s mom, Jeannette 

 Vasbinder, on December 25. 

~ Prayers of comfort and peace for the Sperling family on 

 the passing of Deb Sperling’s mom, Irene Schwarzkopf, on 

 December 26. 

~ Prayers of comfort and peace for the Nickell family on the passing of Jim Nickell’s 

 father, James F. Nickell, Sr., on December 26. 

~ Prayers for all who have suffered from natural disasters across the world. 

~ Prayers for all who struggle with mental health issues. 

~ Prayers for all who struggle with addiction/substance abuse. 

~ Prayers for Catonsville, Christ Memorial, First of Howard County, First of Westminster, 

 and Granite from our Ministry Group. 

 

Memorial Services: 
 

Jeannette Borden Vasbinder, a long-time member of Springfield Presbyterian Church,  

passed away on December 25 at the age of 97. A memorial service will be held on 

January 13, 2018 at 11:00 am at Springfield Presbyterian Church. Her ashes will be buried 

next to her husband at Perry Cemetery in Perry, Ohio. 
 

Dolores Marie Kelly, a member of Springfield Presbyterian Church since 2006, passed 

away on December 12 at the age of 95. A memorial service will be held on January 20, 

2018 at 10:30 am at Springfield Presbyterian Church. 
 

Irene Schwarzkopf, mother of Springfield member Deb Sperling, passed away on 

December 26.  A memorial service will be held out of town. 
 

James F. Nickell, Sr., father of Springfield member Jim Nickell, passed away on 

December 26. As he lived out of state, more details will be shared when available. 

 

 

 

Prayer Group:  
 

Prayer Group will meet at 10:30 am at the Manse on January 9 and January 23. Please 

join us to share prayers for our friends, community, nation and world! 

Kind words can lift a heavy heart. 
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Assisting on             
Sundays 

1/7 1/14 1/21 1/28 

Sunday Opener Bob Rogers Barbara Cornell Kay Freas Jennifer Wise 

Ushers &  

  Greeters 

Connie Robinson 
Martha Streaker 

Elizabeth 
Meirowitz 
Bob Rogers 

Jim & Mary 
Rhodes 

Kay Freas 
Martha Streaker 

Lay Leader     Ron Holmes Barbara Cornell 
Elizabeth 
Meirowitz 

Mark Kearney 

 

Sunday School 

 

Connie Robinson Connie Robinson   

Fellowship Diana Steppling Barbara Nickell Kay Freas Linda Caviglia 

 January 7 Communion Servers (Traditional) 
  
 1.  Diana Steppling 
 2.  Barbara Nickell 
 3.  Kay Freas 
 4.  Charlie Sperling 
 5.  Jim Wise 
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Headhuggers  
Monday, 1/8 - 7:00 pm (Manse) 
 

Prayer Group 
Tuesday, 1/9 & 1/23 - 10:30 am (Manse) 
 

Fairhaven Communion 
No Communion in January 
 

Feed My Sheep Lunches 
Monday, 1/15 - 9:30 am (Wesley Freedom) 
 

Church Cleaning 
January 12, 13 or 14 - Deb & Charlie Sperling 

January 26, 27 or 28 - Lisa & Bob Rogers 
 

Church Calendar 

Sight and Sound Theater, Lancaster, PA presents "The Miracles of Jesus" on Tuesday, 

April 10, 2018.  This bus trip is sponsored by Church Women United of Carroll Coun-

ty  with Rill's Bus Company.  Pick up at 8:00 am at parking lot adjacent to Shepherd's 

Staff, Carroll Street, Westminster with return at 5:45 pm.  Cost is $105, per person, in-

cludes bus, show, family style lunch at Good and Plenty Restaurant after the show. 

(children 4-12 $70).  Bus driver tip not included.  Reservations: Mary Jane Graf 410-374-

4478.  Make check payable to Church Women United of Carroll County; mail by March 

1 to Mary Jane Graf, 5115 S. Church Street, Lineboro, MD 21102. 
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From Linda Caviglia - Minister of Music 
 

 

Before talking about what is coming up, I'd like to give a very 

big "Thank You" to the Choir, Bell Choir, Aaron, Jennifer and 

Red Sea Parting.  The music through the Christmas season and 

on Christmas Eve was wonderful!  Without the commitment 

and excitement from the members of all of the groups, we 

could not have had such a beautiful season! 

 

As we head into the new year, the Bell Choir will start practicing again on January 10.  

The Adult Choir will also start back up that evening.  We're looking forward to singing 

about the wise men on January 7, accompanied by India Oates on the flute, Dylan 

Vasbinder with hand drum and Stephanie Izaguirre playing triangle.  What a nice way 

to start the new year!! 

 
THANK YOU 

I wanted to take this opportunity once again to let you all know how much I appreciate 

the congregation's generosity.  The monetary Christmas gift is always welcome, and 

your loving support of all the music programs is heartwarming for me!   Thank you one 

and all for being part of our church family.     ~ Linda Caviglia 

 
Freedom Area Ringers, Thursday, January 11 @ 7:00 pm 

As I'm sure most of you know, I also direct other bell choirs besides the Presbytones here 

at Springfield Presbyterian.   Stephanie and Noella Izaguirre are part of the beginner 

group of Freedom Area Ringers, so I thought you might like to know that the beginner 

and advanced groups will be giving their holiday concert on January 11 in the 

auditorium at Fairhaven at 7:00 pm.  We couldn't fit the performance into everyone's 

busy December calendar, but January worked!  If you'd like more information, please 

just ask me... Linda (410-746-1221). 

 

 
Our Next Concert! 

Aaron Thacker, piano 

February 11, 2018 @3:00 pm 
 

The next concert in our series will feature our very own Aaron 

Thacker!  We enjoy his amazing talents on a weekly basis in our 

worship services, but we will now have a chance to hear more of 

his wonderful music.  He's still working on exactly what the pro-

gram will include, so I'll give you an update as we get closer to our 

performance.  Whatever the afternoon includes, I think we can be 

sure to love it!  Come join us for the music and the friends and 

good food following. 
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Sunday School & Youth News 

From Connie Robinson, Sunday School Coordinator 

 

C.I.A. (Community In Action) 
 

C.I.A.  is a group open to all religious and non-

religious people as a means of providing the 

community with acts of kindness. We will be 

doing different activities throughout the school 

year to help people in our community who are in 

need. The event for January is still in the planning 

phase. We will meet on  January 15 and 

January 22 from 4:30 to 6:00 pm in the Manse. 

Pizza and drinks provided! 

 

Women and Children’s Shelter Party 
 

On December 2, the youth went to the 

Women and Children’s Shelter in 

Westminster to give them a taste of 

Christmas. Patty Salmon had crafts, Judy 

Rhoades did face painting, and there was 

food, cotton candy and gifts for the 

children and women. 

 

 

 

Sunday School - join us on January 7 (first Sunday after Epiphany) to see who the king/

queen will be for 2018! 

 

 

  Movie Nights 
 

Join us for January’s movie night on January 28 from 6:30 to 

9:00 pm at the Manse. We’ll kick back and talk, catch up, eat 

some popcorn and candy, and watch a 

movie. All youth group aged youth are 

welcome (6th-12th grades) and feel free 

to invite friends!  
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January 7 

  Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; 

Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

January 14 

  1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139: 

1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; 

John 1:43-51 

January 21 

  Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

January 28 

  Deuteronomy 18:15-2; Psalm 111; 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

 3 Bob Steppling 

 5 Carl Anderson 

 6 Alex Sperling 

 6 Emily Sperling 

15 Elizabeth Meirowitz 

20  Henry Halvorson 

21 Max Carroll 

22 Sally Roby 

23 Natalie Halvorson 

 

 6 Tim & Beth Oates 
23 Carl & Kari Anderson 

CrossRoads 
Springfield Presbyterian Church (USA) 
7300 Spout Hill Road, Sykesville, MD  21784 

(410) 795-6152 

Website/email:  

www.springfield-church.org 

spc.office@verizon.net 
 

Worship Hours  

10:30 am Worship  & Sunday School 

11:30 am Fellowship  

Pastor: Rev. Becca Crate 

springfieldpastor@gmail.com 

Clerk of Session:  Sharon Pappas 

Minister of Music:   Linda Caviglia  

Accompanist: Aaron Thacker 

Organist: Jennifer Wise 

Sunday School:  Connie Robinson 

Youth Group:  Charles & Deb Sperling 

Administrative Assistant:  Donna Mazer 

 

 

February’s newsletter deadline is 
January 21. Please submit your 
information to spc.office@verizon.net. 
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Springfield Presbyterian Church 

7300 Spout Hill Road 

Sykesville, MD  21784 

CrossRoads 
January 2018 News 

Springfield                

Presbyterian Church  

 Our vision for the ministry is to be an open,  

flourishing, multigenerational congregation, where all can worship, 

study, and act to discern God’s plan for us and our community. 

Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and 

fostering stewardship.   


