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2017 Stewardship Report 

 

As 2016 closes, the Stewardship Committee and the Session are most grateful for all 

members and friends who pledged for the upcoming 2017 year to support the myriad 

ministries of Springfield Presbyterian Church.  Additionally, we certainly appreciate all 

those others who faithfully contribute to the church throughout the year! 
 

As of December 18, there were 34 pledging units for a total of $114,490.  In contrast, for 
2016 we had 32 pledging units for a total of $111,675.  Thus, our 2017 pledges show an 

increase of $2,815.  It is our hope to move forward by increasing Rev. Becca Crate to full 

time status and continue our ministry in various community activities, plus maintain our 

historic church. It is not too late to make a financial commitment to Springfield.  We urge 

all to prayerfully reflect on their relationship with God and remember that all that we 

have, and all that we are, and hope to be, belongs to God!   Blessings on you for 2017! 
 

Stewardship Committee:  Bob Steppling and Kay Freas 

RGEF Interest-Free College Loans Available 

If you know of a full-time college junior, senior 

or grad student who may benefit from an in-

terest-free college loan, please direct them to 

the Church website at www.springfield-

church.org for more information and to down-

load the RGEF Loan Application Form A. Loan 

applications are evaluated on academic per-

formance, financial need and a brief essay. 

The deadline for submitting applications is 

March 1, 2017. 

   

In case of inclement weather...If we feel the need to cancel Worship and 
Sunday School, there will be a message on the Church answering 
machine, as well as the website and Facebook. You may also receive an 
email with that information. 
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Grace and Peace to you, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! 
 

 This December was such a joy as we walked through Advent, patiently rejoicing 

at the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. We journeyed with the children through the use 

of the Jesse Tree, exploring the stories of the Bible together. We also had the joy of see-

ing the children participate in the Christmas pageant, making the story of the nativity 

come alive. We had wonderful mission and outreach work, from the SERVV sale to 

Christmas carolling and our mission tree for Springfield Hospital. Our Christmas Eve ser-

vices were moving, filled with beautiful music, gorgeous flowers and firs, and words spo-

ken. It has been a very full December, but it has also been a great joy and an oppor-

tunity to connect with one another. A special THANK YOU to all who have worked hard 

to make this Advent season such a joyous and spiritually profound time. 
 

As we embark upon a new year at Springfield, I look forward to all the opportuni-

ties that this new season and year bring! Over the past month, I’ve been praying, dis-

cerning, and asking questions, “What do we long for at Springfield? What new opportu-

nities to witness to Christ will arise this year? How do we know Christ and make Christ 

known to our community and further afield?” I encourage each of you to ask your-

selves these questions and let myself and the Session know what Christ has placed on 

your heart and where the Spirit is calling you. On the 8th of January, we will be planning 

this upcoming season until summer, and I look forward to exploring all the new adven-

tures we can engage in together. 
 

In the last two weeks of January, you will have another preacher at the pulpit as I 

go on a continuing education trip to Florida for a week, where I will present two papers 

on preaching and hear from other ministry colleagues. I sense it will be a wonderful 

time of learning, networking, and strengthening my preaching skills. The following week, 

I will be flying out to Scotland to visit my wife and family and friends. Although we can-

not make an ‘official’ announcement, as we are awaiting a visa interview, we are an-

ticipating that Lorna will be with us in Sykesville in March and look forward to welcom-

ing her here to the Springfield family. I would personally like to thank you for your sup-

port, your encouragement, and prayers during this extensive visa process and ask for 

your continued prayers as we finish up these last few steps. 
 

As we enter this New Year, may you especially feel the presence and Spirit of 

God with you, before you, and indwelling within you as we look forward to another 

year of enjoying and witnessing to Christ in our church, our community, and beyond. 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Becca 
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Next Session Meeting:   January 12, 7:00 pm in the Manse 

 

 

 

 

     From Sharon Pappas - Clerk of Session 

 

 

This past year has been full of activity and brings us a 

feeling that we are finally on our way now that Pastor 

Becca has been called and installed.  Early in January is our annual calendar planning 

meeting to set our year in motion.  The Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for 

February 12 to receive the committee reports, the 2017 budget, and approve new Terms 

of Call for Pastor Becca moving her to full-time. Looking back over the challenges and 

accomplishments of the past year is a time-consuming endeavor but always rewarding.  

Committee chairs will have their reports in by mid-January to be presented at our 

February meeting. 

 

In November, Session approved the communion dates, special offering dates, and the 

budget for 2017.  We also began a process to verify our active rolls, making sure everyone 

on them was still in the area and wanted to be part of our active congregation. 

 

December’s calendar was full of activities including caroling, greening the sanctuary, 

pageant day and the preparations, plus Julie Ballard and Leah Halvorson handling the 

SERRV sale.   At the Christmas party for the Women’s/Children’s Shelter in Westminster, we 

had help from the bakers and mission committee of Wesley Freedom United Methodist 

with the cost of gifts, and they supplied the cookies.  The Youth Group came out to help 

by bringing the cotton candy machine and helping with games.  Patty prepared the 

crafts. Connie did the organizing and was there with her big smile.  Thank you all for the 

gifts you donated for us and CIA for wrapping them.  Gifts were also donated to the 

Springfield Hospital Center. 

 

If you are interested in shaping the Mission Committee activities for 2017, join us after 

church January 22 with your ideas. Your help is important as we firm up local giving, our 

work in the community, and trips away.  Total gifts received to the Christmas Joy Offering 

supporting educational opportunities for new church leaders and health needs of church 

workers was over $643. 

Per Capita: The Presbytery approved $34.15 as the Per Capital amount for 2017. Please 

note “Per Capita” on the memo line of your check for our accounting purposes. 



 

 Page 4     

 

 

~ Prayers of thanksgiving for Pastor Becca, Sharon 

 Pappas, Charlie and Deb Sperling, Patty and Phil 

 Salmon, Craig Robinson, Elsa Oates, Olivia 

 Manyette, Phoebe Klass, Alyssa, and Megan 

 Anderson for making the Christmas party at the 

 Women’s/Children’s Shelter in Westminster a 

 huge success, and a very special thank you to 

 Wesley Freedom for their generous donation to 

 make the event happen! 

~ Prayers for Sam Warfield for health concerns. 

~ Prayers for Phil and Patty Salmon as they care for 

 Phil’s mother, sister and brother-in-law who are in 

 fragile health. 

 

~ Prayers of healing for Jan Vest, Connie Robinson’s mother who had surgery, and 

 prayers of comfort and strength for Connie who is caring for her. 

~ “We would like to thank the congregation of Springfield for all of the pastoral visits, 

 prayers, music, love, cards, flowers, phone calls, emails  and memorial donations 

 during Mom’s illness and after her death. Your expressions of sympathy, kindness 

 and generosity are greatly appreciated.”  ~Grace and Peace, The Family of Sara 

 Noyes 

~ Continued prayers of healing for Elaine Cleland for health concerns. 

~ Prayers of comfort for the family of Winifred Galloway who passed away on 

 December 20. 

~ Prayers for Catonsville Presbyterian, Christ Memorial, and 1st of Howard County from 

 our Ministry Group. 
 

 

Prayer Group: The Prayer Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 

each month. We gather at 10:30 am in the Manse for a time of sharing 

and prayer. January meetings are on 1/10 and 1/24. All are welcome to 

join us. As the weather turns colder, please remember that we follow 

the Carroll County Public School inclement weather policy. If the 

schools are closed, we will not meet. If there is a 2-hour delay, we will 

meet. As always, use your own judgement when traveling the roadways 

near you!  Prayer requests and praises can be sent to Sandy Newsome at 

sandy.newsome814@gmail.com. 
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Church Cleaning:  

 

Jan. 13, 14 or 15 

Deb & Charlie Sperling 
 

Jan. 27, 28 or 29 

Lisa & Bob Rogers 
 

Assisting on             
Sundays 

1/1 1/8 1/15 1/22 1/29 

Sunday 
Opener 

Bob Rogers Barbara Cornell Kay Freas 
Jennifer 

Wise 
Ron Holmes 

Ushers &  

  Greeters 

Sharon Pappas 
& 

Martha 
Streaker 

Connie Robinson 
& Ed Newsome 

Elizabeth 
Meirowitz & 
Bob Rogers 

Jim & Mary 
Rhodes 

Kay Freas & 
Sandy 

Newsome 

Lay Leader     Barbara Cornell Ron Holmes 
Barbara 
Cornell 

Elizabeth 
Meirowitz 

Mark Kearney 

Sunday 
School 

PreK—5th 

 

6th—8th 

No Sunday 
School 

 

 
Connie Robinson 
Amy Izaguirre 

 
Kelsey Robinson 

 
Connie Robinson 

Shona Klein 
 

Kelsey Robinson 

Family 
Service 

 

Fellowship      

 We need volunteer(s) for Fellowship. Contact Barbara Cornell  

  barbaracornell4@gmail.com in you are able to help. 

Headhuggers  
Monday, 1/9 - 7:00 pm (Manse) 
 

Prayer Group 
Tuesday, 1/10 & 1/24 - 10:30 am (Manse) 
 
 

Feed My Sheep Lunches 

Monday, 1/16 - 9:30 am (Wesley Freedom UMC) 
 

Fairhaven Communion 
No Fairhaven Communion in January 

     January Communion Servers 
 

     January 8 
 
     1. Diana Steppling 
     2. Barbara Nickell 
     3.  Kay Freas 
     4.  Charlie Sperling 
     5.  Jim Wise 

 
Red Sea Parting 

Practice 
 

Sunday, 1/8 & 1/15 
9:00 am 

 

mailto:barbaracornell4@gmail.com
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From Linda Caviglia - Minister of Music 

 
 

All the music for our Christmas Eve services was 

wonderful!  Many thanks to Red Sea Parting, 

the choir, bell choir, Jennifer and Aaron for all 

the special music during the evening.  We were 

especially pleased to have Aaron add his 

voice to our service this year... there have been many compliments and 

suggestions for more solos!  A special thanks to Stephanie Izaguirre and 

Dylan Vasbinder for their help with percussion. 

 

Our bell and adult choir rehearsals will begin again on January 4th at the 

regular times. We are happy to welcome Becky Spicer back for the sec-

ond part of our bell year.   
 

 

 

Christmas 
Caroling at 
Transitions 

Healthcare on 
December 10 
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Springfield Concert Series Schedule for 2016-2017 

All Concerts begin at 3:00 pm 
 

 

February 12, 2017 - Seth Kibel (Jazz trio) 
 

April 9, 2017 - West Shore Piano Trio (Classical) 
 

June 11, 2017 - Carroll County Ramblers (Bluegrass) 
 

For more information about these groups, please pick 

up a brochure from the Narthex, or visit our website at 

www.springfield-church.org/concerts . 
 

 

 

 

February CrossRoads Newsletter 

Deadline: January 15 

Anyone can send an article, photo, or 
calendar information to be printed in 
the newsletter. Email the information 
before the deadline to:    
spc.office@verizon.net 

Mark your calendars for 

The Annual Congregational 

Meeting on February 12 in the 

Sanctuary immediately following 

the worship service. The purpose of 

the meeting is to receive the 2017 

budget, committee reports, and 

approve the Terms of Call for Rev. 

Crate. 
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Sunday School & Youth News 

From Connie Robinson - Sunday School 

Coordinator 
 

Sunday School Schedule: 
 

January 1 - Informal Service - No Sunday 

School 
 

January 8 - Intergenerational Sunday School 
 

PreK - 5th Connie Robinson/Amy Izaguirre 

6th - 8th Kelsey Robinson 
 

January 15 
 

PreK - 5th Connie Robinson/Shona Klein 

6th - 8th Kelsey Robinson 
 

January 22 - Family Service - No Sunday School 
 

 
Community in Action (C.I.A.) - POSITIVE CHANGE BEGINS WITH 

ACTION! C.I.A. is a 

group open to all 

religious and non-

religious people as a 

means of providing 

the community with 

acts of kindness. We 

will be doing different activities throughout the 

school year to help people in our community 

who are in need. 
 

C.I.A. meetings are usually on the 1st and 3rd 

Mondays of the month from 4:30 - 6:00 pm.  

January meetings will be 1/2 and 1/16. Please 

join us on January 2 as we brainstorm about           C.I.A. making holiday cards for shut-ins 

what our community needs are for 2017. 

 

 

 

Christmas gifts and goodies for 

the Women’s/Children’s Shelter 

in Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.I.A. 

Community 

In  

Action 
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What a busy month in December… Caroling at Transitions, 

Christmas Party for the Women’s/Children’s Shelter in Westmin-

ster, and Christmas card making by CIA that were delivered to 

Transitions. Not to mention, Springfield Hospital donations. None of this would have been 

possible without YOU - the congregation - blessings and a HUGE thank you!!! 

 

As the Mission Committee is meeting later this month, the following are tentative missions: 

 

January Mission:  Getting ready for the snow? Cleaned out closets? Santa brought a 

new coat for Christmas? We will be collecting gently used coats for the Cold Shelter in 

Westminster. Please put any items in the box in the Narthex. 

 

February Mission:  SOUPER Bowl Sunday, February 5. Please plan on bringing canned 

goods and the Youth will deliver to Sykesville Middle School’s Food Pantry. 

 

 

Our own Natalie Halvorson 

was awarded the “Valiant 

Knight” Award at Century 

High School. The traits by 

which the teachers nomi-

nated her were persever-

ance, responsibility and 

service. Her parents are 

very proud! 

 

What’s happening in your Youth/Children’s 

lives? Please let Connie Robinson know so 

that we may celebrate as a congregation! 

Youth Group Meeting 

and Laser Tag 

Sunday January 29 

 

Watch for details... 
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Our Mission trip in 2017 will be in Baltimore through The Center, July 30 

through August 5. Under their new guidelines, rising 7th graders and older 

may participate. Anyone interested in participating or who would like more 

information, please contact Linda Black at 410-489-4902 or via email at  

lindajblack@gmail.com . 

With great excitement, Sykesville Main Street invites YOU to the 2nd Annual 

IceFest in downtown Sykesville on February 4 from 1-6 pm. IceFest is sure to 

be a fun-filled event for the whole family, featuring ice sculptures, an ice 

skating rink, an ice playground, treats and activities, and a visit from 

Baltimore Zoo Mobile with a penguin, a surprise guest, and more! Visit 

www.sykesvillemainstreet.com/event/icefest for more information. 

Bible Study Group:  The Bible Study Group is reading 

Women of the Word by Jen Wilken. Join us on Tuesday, 

January 10 at 7:00 pm at Panera for the discussion, as 

well as choosing the next book and future meeting 

dates. 
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CrossRoads 
 

Springfield Presbyterian Church (USA) 
7300 Spout Hill Road, Sykesville, MD  21784 

(410) 795 - 6152 

Website/email:  

www.springfield-church.org 

spc.office@verizon.net 
 

Worship Hours  

10:30 am Worship & Sunday School 

11:30 am Fellowship  

Pastor: Rev. Becca Crate 

springfieldpastor@gmail.com 

Clerk of Session:  Sharon Pappas 

Minister of Music:   Linda Caviglia  

Accompanist: Aaron Thacker 

Organist: Jennifer Wise 

Sunday School:  Connie Robinson 

Youth Group:  Charles & Deb Sperling 

Administrative Assistant:  Donna Mazer   6 Tim & Beth Oates 

23 Carl & Kari Anderson  

January 1 

  Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 

2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 

January 8 

  Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-

43; Matthew 3:15-17 

January 15 

  Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; Corinthi-

ans 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

January 22 

  Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; Corinthi-

ans 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23  

January 29 

Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; Corinthians 

1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12 

 3 Bob Steppling 

 5 Carl Anderson 

 6 Emily Sperling 

 6 Alex Sperling 

11  Jeannette Vasbinder 

15  Elizabeth Meirowitz 

20  Henry Halvorson 

21  Max Carroll 

22  Sally Roby 

23  Natalie Halvorson 
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Springfield Presbyterian Church 

7300 Spout Hill Road 

Sykesville, MD  21784 

CrossRoads 
January 2017 News 

Springfield                

Presbyterian Church  

 Our vision for the ministry is to be an open,  

flourishing, multigenerational congregation, where all can worship, 

study, and act to discern God’s plan for us and our community. 

Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and 

fostering stewardship.   


