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Grace and Peace to you, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! 
 

  Acts 14:23 [NRSV] 

“And after they had appointed elders for them in each church, with prayer and fasting 

they entrusted them to the Lord in whom they had come to believe.” 

 

 On Pentecost morning, we had the joy, privilege, and honor of ordaining and 

installing three elders (Diana Steppling, Beth Oates, and Elizabeth Meirowitz) to serve 

on Session. After being examined by the Session, they were approved. We could feel 

their energy, a sense that they are equipped for the task, and ready to serve the 

church. The Spirit was moving in the room that night, and inspired stories were shared. 

 As the Spirit moved on that night, it also moved as we ordained Elizabeth and 

installed Diana and Beth again to service. In the action of ordination and installation, 

we ask candidates to remember their baptism, to proclaim their faith, and to take the 

constitutional vows of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). In the process of ordination, we 

laid hands on Elizabeth and prayed to God to strengthen her for the call and give 

gratitude for the church at work. It was a powerful moment as elders who had served 

in past years stood up and laid hands upon each other, and we witnessed how many 

individuals have served as elders over the years. That morning, these three faithful 

women became ruling elders of the church. 

 As a Teaching Elder of the PC(USA), I have said the same profession of faith, 

remembered my baptism, and taken constitutional vows. The only difference in the 

ordination and installation of a Ruling Elder and a Teaching Elder is one simple vow: the 

ruling elder is asked to watch over the people, provide for their worship, nurture, and 

service and the teaching elder is asked to proclaim the good news, teach the faith 

and care for the people. This, my friends, is the only difference between the Teaching 

and Ruling Elder. It is important to remember because while I may preach from the 

pulpit, we are all ministers of the faith. In your life, work, and community, you are called 

to the same things I am. I may wear the fancy Geneva gown, but don’t let that impress 

you or distinguish the difference – you and I are serving the same God, the same call, 

the same mission – to love, to teach, to guide, to care, to nurture, to offer peace, and 

more to the world around us. 

 May the blessings be upon us all as we serve and live and love as ministers of the 

church. Amen. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Becca 
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Next Session Meeting:   Thursday, June 14 at 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

     From Sharon Pappas - Clerk of Session 

 

 
The first thing to share is the news of the ordination and installation on 
Pentecost Sunday of three new elders: Elizabeth Meirowitz, Beth Oates, 
and Diana Steppling.  The May meeting with our sitting-elders plus elders-elect was full of 
energy and excitement for the possibilities of the coming year.  There are huge thank-
you’s for the work of Connie Robinson, Charlie Sperling, and Bob Steppling.  We know they 
aren’t going anywhere and will still be involved as before in work with youth, mission, and 
stewardship.  
 
Christian Education team wraps up their year with Youth Sunday, June 10, to include 
graduate and teacher recognition, and our annual ice cream social. 
 
June 24-28 is CIA Week with activities each evening 6:30-8:00 at the Manse and along 
Second Avenue.  More detail inside on theme for each evening and ways to help.  Know-
ing we would have lots of youth on the church lawn, we approved mosquito control for 
the Second Avenue properties.  A new Community In Action sign to be installed beneath 
our large sign on Spout Hill. 
 
Worship committee, using approved generous Memorial Funds, is selecting new choir 
robes, skirts and foam pads for our bell tables, and paraments for the pulpit and lectern. 
 
New summer worship hours begin June 17, at 9:30.  The vote on time change was pretty 
evenly split so we are keeping the tradition this year. 
 
Ruth Gosnell Education Fund board approved a loan for Dylan Vasbinder to continue his 
studies at Towson. 
 
Congregational Care and Mission teams met and planned for ways to support the con-
gregation and strengthen our outreach.   
 
Feed My Sheep is an outreach to the hungry for nutrition or spiritual support.  Our initial 
seed money for these meals is almost gone.  If you would like to help with the cost of food, 
put Feed My Sheep on the memo line of your check. 
 

Next West Side Story Ministry Group meeting is June 16 for breakfast, place to be decided. 

 

Stepping Stones will install new carpeting this summer in classrooms and our Fellowship 

Room. 
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~ Prayers of comfort for the family of Duke Harrison who 

 passed away on May 24. 

~ Prayers of comfort for the friends of Don Smith who 

 passed away on May 16. Tentative date for the memorial 

 service is June 12 at 11 am at Fairhaven Chapel. 

~ Continued prayers for quick healing for Leah Halvorson 

 who had surgery. 

~ Prayers for all who struggle with mental health issues. 

~ Prayers for all who struggle with addiction/substance 

 abuse. 

~ Prayers for First of Howard County, First of Westminster, 

 Granite and Hope from our Ministry Group. 

 

 

Prayer Group:  
 

Prayer Group will begin their summer meeting hour at 10:00 am at the Manse on June 12 

and June 26. Please join us to share prayers for our friends, community, nation and world! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 PER CAPITA PRESBYTERY ALLOCATION—REMINDER 

 
Dear Members:  Those contributing their financial gifts to Springfield through the 

Electronic Funds Transfer program did not receive separate contribution envelopes for this 

year.  We are asking these donors along with those who do not receive weekly 

envelopes to remember to pay your annual Per Capita apportionment of $34.40 for each 

communicant adult and youth member.  Those who receive envelopes have a Per Capita 

envelope in your box.    

 

Springfield Church is annually apportioned a share of the expenses of the Presbytery, the 

Synod, and the General Assembly for ecclesiastical purposes.  The apportionment is a 

regular expense payable by Springfield at the spring meeting of the Presbytery.  So, 

please help Springfield meet its Per Capita obligation.  To those who have already made 

their commitment, the Session is very grateful! 

God is our refuge in times of trouble. 
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Assisting on             
Sundays 

6/3 6/10 6/17 6/24 

Sunday Opener Ron Holmes Bob Rogers Sandy Newsome Ed Newsome 

Ushers &  

  Greeters 

Sharon Pappas 
Jim Wise 

Jim & Mary 
Rhodes 

Amy Vasbinder 
Martha 

Streaker 

Steve & Donna 
Mazer 

Lay Leader     Diana Steppling Linda Black Barbara Cornell Max Carroll 

 

Sunday School 

 

Connie Robinson 
Deb Sperling 

Youth Sunday 
Ice Cream Social 

Summer 
Program Break 

Summer 
Program Break 

Fellowship 
Barbara Cornell 

Shona Klein 
Barbara Nickell Linda Caviglia Kay Freas 

 June 3 Communion Servers (Traditional) 
  
 1.  Ron Holmes  4.  Jim Wise 
 2.  Sue Holmes  5.  Diana Steppling 
 3.  Sharon Pappas  

Fairhaven Communion 
 

For the foreseeable future and with regret, Springfield Presbyterian Church will 

discontinue its monthly Communion Service at Fairhaven, effective immediately.  We 

plan visitations and the administration of individual communion to our friends and 

members who reside at Fairhaven. 

Need a meal? Or know someone who does? We want to help—just need to be “in the 

know”. Contact Connie Robinson at robinsonconn40@gmail.com or 240-278-9040. 
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Headhuggers      Prayer Group 
Monday, 6/11 - 7:00 pm (Manse)  Tuesday, 6/12 & 6/26 - 10:00 am (Manse) 
 

 

       Feed My Sheep Lunches 

Church Cleaning    Monday, 6/18 - 9:30 am (Wesley Freedom) 
June 1, 2 or 3 - Jim & Mary Rhodes   

June 15, 16 or 17 - Sharon Pappas & Kay Freas 

June 29, 30 or July 1 - Bob & Lisa Rogers 
 

Church Calendar 

Book Study 

The Book Study offered by Sarah Lantz will be on June 19 at 7:00 pm at Panera in 

Eldersburg. We are reading The Broken Way by Ann Voskamp. Books for the rest of the 

summer are  The Long Way Home by Elizabeth Musser on July 17, and What Women 

Fear by Angie Smith on August 21. See Sharon Pappas for more information. 

Sunday School & Youth News 

From Connie Robinson, Sunday School Coordinator 

 

C.I.A. (Community In Action) 
 

C.I.A.  is a group open to all religious and non-religious people as a means of providing 

the community with acts of kindness. We will be doing different activities throughout 

the school year to help people in our community who are in need. Our last meeting 

until the fall will be on June 4 from 4:30 to 6:00 pm in the Manse. Pizza and drinks pro-

vided!  
 

C.I.A. Week (see front page):  C.I.A. is in need of YOU—we need nightly help!! Sign-up 

sheets are in the Fellowship Room, or see Charlie/Deb Sperling or Connie Robinson 

 

Youth Sunday will be on June 10. Come and enjoy as our Youth lead Worship Service! 
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 Congratulations to Our Graduates! 
 
 

 

 

Natalie Margaret Halvorson, a member of Century High School’s graduating class of 2018, will be 

attending The Pennsylvania State University for Early Childhood Education and Educational Policy. 

She graduated with over 500 service hours and with honors from Tri-M Music Honor Society and 

Educators Rising National Honor Society. Natalie has successfully completed her Maryland State De-

partment of Education 99-Hours Certification and her ADA Certification. She was president of Cen-

tury’s Educators Rising, Hope 4 Tomorrow, and the Health Human Social Sciences Academy, along 

with being historian of the SGA. She is excited to continue her studies, on the path of becoming a 

teacher, in State College, PA this fall. 
 

Andrea Lane will be graduating from Westminster High School on June 6, 2018 at McDaniel College, 

and has been accepted into the Graphic Design program at Pennsylvania College of Art & Design 

in Lancaster, and was given a Promising Artist Scholarship based on her academic achievements 

and portfolio. In her first year, she will study a broad range of topics covering anything from art 

basics and history to color theory. After finishing her “foundational” year, she will move into graphic 

design-based courses that will prepare her for an internship during her junior and senior years. From 

that point, she will graduate with a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree in Graphic Design, hoping to move 

towards a career in marketing and advertising, as well as free-lance designing and photography. 
 

Blake Stewart graduated from Century High School and is also a graduate of the Criminal Justice 

Program at the Carroll County Career and Technical Center. He is planning on attending Towson 

University in the fall, living on campus and studying Criminal Justice. 
 

Patrick Robinson works as a systems engineer for GSE Systems in Eldersburg. At GSE, Patrick makes 

training simulators for power plants and also helps manage the companies’ quality system and 

audits. Starting in Spring 2014, Patrick enrolled in University of Maryland- College Park's Engineering 

for Professionals part-time Masters program and completed his Masters of Engineering (M.E.) degree 

in August 2017. When he is not working, Patrick has been enjoying experimenting in the kitchen 

(smoking meat, and using a sous vide) and training for a marathon on May 20. He's also looking 

forward to his wife, Sarah, graduating with her PhD in Chemistry from UMCP in 2019, so he can refer 

to them as Mr. and Dr. Robinson.  
 

Aaron Wise, 22, graduated on May 23, 2018 from Carroll Community College with an Associate’s 

Degree in General Studies. Although he struggled at first, he took the time he needed to salvage his 

GPA and has made the Dean's list his past four semesters. Through his Five years at Carroll, he 

discovered the fascinating world of geology, eastern European history, and his own artistic 

talent. Although he expressed great interest in skilled trades after earning a difficult Industry 

Certification in Welding, he has now decided that he's come too far in academia to not finish his 

degree at a four-year institution. 
 

Laura Wise graduated from Mary Baldwin University with a degree in Theater in 2014, and 

completed part of a secondary degree before taking some time off. This year, Laura returned to 

MBU to complete her Master of Letters in Shakespeare and Performance. Her master's thesis, which 

combined topics in disability studies and Shakespearean performance, received an honorary 

mention for the university's Andrew Gurr Award for best thesis. She will continue on to the school's 

MFA program in the same field this fall. 
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From Linda Caviglia - Minister of Music 

 

 

Our church choir year is almost over!  The Presbytones are now 

taking a break after playing on May 20th. Thank you to Christy 

Yeager for playing with us  for that service!  The adult choir will 

be singing for the first two Sundays in June, then we will also take 

a break for the summer months.  

 

So that you can go ahead and put it on your calendar, the Adult Choir will start the 

year on the last Wednesday in August (8/29).  As usual we will have a longer than 

normal first rehearsal starting at 6:30 pm and read through most of our music for the fall.  

We'll also have some refreshments and fellowship.  

 

Presbytones will start our new choir year on Wednesday, September 5 at our normal 

practice time 6:30 - 7:30 pm. 
 

Summer Music 

I usually try to "drum-up" some additional musical talent in the congregation (not really 

that difficult to do, 'cause you all are amazing)!   So, if you'd like to play an instrument, 

or sing a solo or in a small group... I would love to hear about that and set up a time in 

one of our summer services for you.  Please let me (Linda Caviglia) know if you're 

interested.  You can tell me at church, call at 410-746-1221 or e-mail at 

cavig5@comcast.net. 
 

 

 

 
Our Next Concert 

June 10 at 3:00 pm 

The Ukulele Brothers 

 

 

 

Harvey Feldman, a baritone singer with the PDQ 

Barbershop Quartet which was here back in December of 2015 & Roland Dorsey, a well

-known jazz bassist will be on our stage for the last concert of this concert year.  They 

met through a mutual friend and decided to merge their talents and see how a ukulele 

and bass would sound together.  They will be playing baritone and bass ukuleles and 

plan to sing and perform a nostalgic list of tunes from the 20's, 30's, 40's and 50's.  Come 

join us for another fun afternoon of good music, food and friends. 
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June 3 

  1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); 

  Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18; 

  2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Mark 2:23-3:6 

June 10 

  1 Samuel 8:4-11 (12-15), 16-20 

  (11:14-15); Psalm 138; 

  2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35 

June 17 

  1 Samuel 15:34-16:13; Psalm 20; 

  2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13), 14-17;  

  Mark 4:26-34 

June 24 

  1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 

  and Psalm 9:9-20; or 

  1 Samuel 17:57-18:5, 10-16 and Psalm   

  133; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; 

  Mark 4:35-41 

 

  3 Esther Doyle 
  7 Colin Grimsley 
13 Noella Izaguirre 
17 Alex McClung  
22 Tim Oates 
24  Leah Halvorson 
28  Margaret Carroll 
30 Diana Steppling 
 

CrossRoads 
Springfield Presbyterian Church (USA) 
7300 Spout Hill Road, Sykesville, MD  21784 

(410) 795-6152 

Website/email:  

www.springfield-church.org 

spc.office@verizon.net 
 

Summer Worship Hours  

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Fellowship  

Pastor: Rev. Becca Crate 

springfieldpastor@gmail.com 

Clerk of Session:  Sharon Pappas 

Minister of Music:   Linda Caviglia  

Accompanist: Aaron Thacker 

Organist: Jennifer Wise 

Sunday School:  Connie Robinson 

Youth Group:  Charles & Deb Sperling 

Administrative Assistant:  Donna Mazer 

July/August’s newsletter deadline is June 20. 
Please submit your information to 
spc.office@verizon.net. 

12 Belle & Don Vasbinder 

14  Esther & Tim Doyle 

27  Barbara & Peter Cornell 

29  Linda & Larry Black 

30  Martha & Davis Streaker 
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Springfield Presbyterian Church 

7300 Spout Hill Road 

Sykesville, MD  21784 

CrossRoads 
June 2018 News 

Springfield                

Presbyterian Church  

 Our vision for the ministry is to be an open,  

flourishing, multigenerational congregation, where all can worship, 

study, and act to discern God’s plan for us and our community. 

Valuing all people, we are committed to developing disciples and 

fostering stewardship.   


